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wax, a ladle is dipped into this material and the wax
poured over each wick in succession. By repeatedly
pouring the melted wax over each preceding layer the
required thickness is obtained. The candles are then
removed one by one, and rolled on a hard and highly-
polished wooden slab. A flat, polished piece of hardwood
being held in both hands, is placed on the candle, and
with moderate pressure it is rolled to and fro until smooth
and bright.

Dip candles are made from tallow, which is first melted
and then allowed to cool down to the required temperature,
when it is transferred to a vessel called the "cistern."
A long balance-shaped beam is suspended from the ceiling
of the dipping-room, to one end of which a wooden frame
is attached for holding the "broaches," with the wicks
arranged at the proper distances. The opposite end of the
beam is furnished with a weight to counterbalance the
frame, and to enable the workman to manipulate the dip-
ping process with ease and dexterity. The end of the
beam which supports the frame is placed immediately over
the dipping-cistern.

The process of dipping consists in pressing the frame
gently and steadily downward, by which the wicks become
immersed in the melted tallow and receive their first layer
or coating. The workman then allows the frame to rise a
little, and by a skilful movement he brings the ends of the
wicks in contact with a sloping board which is attached to
the front of the cistern. This movement relieves the ends
of the wick of any superfluity of tallow which attaches to
them. The broach is then carefully removed and placed
on a rack, and another one is treated as before. When all
the prepared wicks have received a first coating, the pro-
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